
Centennial Public School -June news!

Message from the principal

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and the Centennial Community,

June is a month for reflection. It is the end of a school year but a beginning of a new chapter. I

am thrilled for those in grade six and eight moving on. I wish them only the best in their new

adventures. Although it is sad to see them go, it is one of my greatest joys, to watch students

turn into responsible, caring, creative and thoughtful independent learners. I hope they take

with them the core values Centennial holds true, as well as the friendships and memories that

they have built here. For others returning to us in the fall, we miss you too. We can’t wait for

your smiling faces to adorn our halls. Even as school ends in June, the learning  never stops!

The summer is a wonderful time for exploration and growth. It is a time where one may take

a pause, be curious, ask questions and explore. I wish each and every Centennial family a fun

filled summer one where special new memories are formed.

Take care, prends soin de toi!

Jenny  Dewan

Principal, Centennial P.S.

jenny.dewan@ocdsb.ca

mailto:jenny.dewan@ocdsb.ca


Upcoming June Dates:

June - National Indigenous History Month

4th: PA Day, School Closed for Students

21st: National Indigenous Peoples Day

22nd: Leaving Ceremony (Stay tuned for more details)

23rd: Report Cards Sent Out to Families (School Messenger)

25th: Last day of school for students

SCHOOL NEWS:

Leaving Ceremony 2021

Despite the distance we want to take time to recognize and congratulate all those who will be

moving on to the next chapter of their educational journey. On June 22nd at 9:30am,  in your

child’s regular Google Classroom, we welcome you to join us in watching a pre-recorded

Leaving Ceremony. The link will be provided to your child’s classroom teacher. We will also be

sending certificates through the mail, with a little note of best wishes.  Chromebooks and

school resources can be dropped off to your child’s homeroom teacher on Friday June the

25th (more information to come from the homeroom teacher regarding time and location for

the drop off).  Drop off items include library books, text books, chrome books. This is also the

time that your child’s homeroom teacher can provide you with any items that your child may



have left behind at school. If you are leaving early please let your child’s homeroom teacher

know so arrange for the pick up/drop off at an alternate time.

MAKE A WISH COME TRUE...

Elaan Das Bakht is an 11-year-old, grade 5 student, at Centennial Public School in the Physical

Support Program (PSP). Elaan has cerebral palsy and requires use of assistive technology to

communicate and access the world around him. He has learned how to use switches and an

eye gaze computer system. He has an infectious sense of humour and often gets his

classmates and teachers laughing along with him. He specializes in knock-knock jokes and

loves music. He also thrives in nature. He enjoys walking in his walker and going on

community outings in his wheelchair. Going to school is one of his favourite activities. He is an

avid learner and especially loves all the people in the PSP program.

His parents Natasha Bakht and Lynda Collins are also musical and will be able to share in

many musical adventures with Elaan.

Elaan has been in the Primary/Junior Physical Support Program for 4 years with his teacher,

Jennifer Bygrave and Educational Assistant, Sean Fredette. When they learned the Make A

Wish Foundation was granting a wish, as the experts in Elaan's needs they designed and



selected assistive technology musical items that will enable Elaan to experience music. They

volunteered their time after school to create this music cart.

The cart is designed to be a musical sharing experience for Elaan and his family. Elaan's

parents are musical and have visited the PSP and performed mini-concerts for the class. The

cart has an iPad that is Bluetooth connected to devices and instruments that Elaan will be

able to control with the use of switches. As his parents live in condominiums, the cart will be

able to travel and tuck out of the way when not in use.

June 2nd was the big reveal and although we could not be together in person we were able to

live stream the event for all students to watch and support Elaan for this special moment.

Report Cards

June 23th report cards will be sent via School Messenger to all families. Please ensure the

office has all your emails correct/up to date so that you are able to receive the report cards

on this date.  This is a different process than the last reporting period where you had to access

report cards through the parent portal. If you have any questions/concerns about this process

please reach out to the office for support.

Kindergarten registration



Kindergarten registration continues; if you have yet to register your child for the 2021/22

school year please do so online using our link at any time.  If you have already registered a

letter will be sent out shortly detailing important parent information such as childcare and

transportation information.  Kindergarten information letters have been sent out to all of our

kinder families (through School Messenger). If you have not received this welcome letter

please reach out to our office and we will resend it to you.

Ministry Announcement

Minister Doug Ford announced that learning will continue remotely until the end of the

school year. Students currently attending specialized program classes in-person will continue

to do so. The Ontario news release provides more background information for this decision:

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000251/remote-learning-to-continue-across-ontario-for

-the-remainder-of-school-year School staff continue to work hard to support students

remotely and plan end-of-year activities. We would like to thank parents and guardians for

your help with remote learning. It’s not easy to juggle work, school, and other

responsibilities, particularly for those with younger children. We sincerely appreciate your

support.  For those families interested in summer learning opportunities, a reminder that the

OCDSB offers the following programs:

● OCDSB 2021 Summer School - The Grade 6-8 and Grade 9-12 Summer School Programs

for 2021 are open for registration until June 24. Learn more at

www.summerschoolinottawa.com.

● Summer Virtual International Language Classes for K-8 Students: Visit our website for

a full list of classes offered and registration information.

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000251/remote-learning-to-continue-across-ontario-for-the-remainder-of-school-year
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000251/remote-learning-to-continue-across-ontario-for-the-remainder-of-school-year
http://www.summerschoolinottawa.com/
https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=8587411


Ottawa Student Transportation Authority (OSTA)

Transportation Communication
OSTA is working with the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB), Ottawa Catholic
School Board (OCSB) and Ottawa Public Health (OPH) to develop a safe plan for bused
students for the 2021/22 school year. We thank you for your patience as we navigate these
uncertain times and will continue to update parents throughout the summer and beginning
of the school year.

Parents can register for email notifications through the OSTA Parent Web Portal or follow
OSTA on Facebook and Twitter for news, updates, safety tips, bus delays and cancellations.

Information Accuracy Affects OSTA’s Planning
Are you moving or changing daycare providers?  Considering Extended Day Program
part-time or 5 days a week? Your decisions, and school data, affect OSTA’s accuracy when
we plan routes.  During these complex times, it is critical that parents give their school
the most accurate information AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, to avoid extended waiting for a
transportation change in the fall. OSTA is contemplating restricting changes this summer
due to new processes that protect student health, and we are also anticipating increased
operational pressures which will delay changes. So, get your information in to be sure your
eligible child has a spot reserved on a bus.

Joint Custody and Transportation to Two Homes - Renewals
A temporary renewal form for existing variable transportation arrangements (Joint Custody)
is now available online.  Only one parent needs to complete the renewal form, providing
there are no changes to the existing schedule, including access days and stop locations.
Renewal Joint Custody Forms must be submitted NO LATER THAN June 25th

NEW Joint Custody Transportation Forms, and any joint custody transportation changes, will
only be accepted AFTER September 15, and then, only if the request can be safely
accommodated and there is room on the required vehicle.

http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/OttSchoolBus
https://www.twitter.com/OttSchoolBus


Empty Seats/Courtesy Seating - Suspended
In the event physical distancing becomes a requirement on yellow buses, the impact would
significantly reduce available seating capacity. If this is the case, OSTA will suspend the
Empty Seat program until such time as physical distancing on school buses is no longer
required. We encourage parents to plan ahead and practice walking their children to school
over the summer. Check OSTA’s website for information on why the empty seat program
has been suspended, Pedestrian Safety, Walking Routes and Walk-A-Block.  OSTA would
then resume the empty seat program as soon as it is feasible to do so.

OSTA Parent Web Portal Upgrade
OSTA’s Parent Web Portal (Bus Stop Finder) has been upgraded! You will notice the Parent
Web Portal has a new look and feel, and buttons or input fields may be in different
locations. We encourage parents to go on the Parent Web Portal and test it out in June to
prepare for next school year. Instructions on navigating the new Parent Web Portal are
available on our website.

Choosing to Drive? Let OSTA Know
Some parents may choose to drive their children to school in the fall, rather than letting
them take the bus, or may not be sending their children to school at all. OSTA will be
circulating a request for parents to opt out of transportation during COVID-19 risk
mitigation to give those who really need transportation space on the bus. All services are
expected to resume to normal standards once the COVID emergency protocols have been
removed.

School Zone Safety and Walk-A-Block
As parents make decisions about how to get their children to school, we anticipate there will
be an increase in car traffic around the school. We encourage students to walk to school as
much as possible but if walking isn’t an option, then we urge parents who drive their
children to school to add Walk-A-Block to their routine. Try parking away from the school
and walk the last block or two. Take some time this summer to plan your route by finding
the five-minute walk radius around your school using google maps or check your school
website for a Walk-A-Block Map. By planning ahead, you’ll get a jump start on your back to
school planning!

Pedestrian Safety – Walk to Your School Initiative
This summer, families in the walk zone are encouraged to safely spend time outside while
familiarizing themselves with their route to school and learn more about the benefits of
active transportation. Walking to school is a great way for children to get their daily quota of
physical exercise. It also helps improve student behavior and students come to school
prepared to learn. Visit OSTA’s Walk and Roll Zone to find information on Walking Routes
and Pedestrian Safety. Learn and practice pedestrian safety skills and discover routes to
school before classes are back in session! #getyourwalkon #ottwalk2school.

Virtual School Bus and Pedestrian Safety Day
OSTA’s Annual School Bus and Pedestrian Safety Day will be a virtual experience this year.
New materials are being prepared and will be shared throughout the summer to prepare

http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca
https://ostabusplanner.ottawaschoolbus.ca/StudentLogin.aspx
http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca
http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/active-transporation/


new riders, and remind experienced riders, of how to stay safe on the bus. OSTA will also be
producing materials relating to physical distancing on the bus, as well as hygiene and germ
safety while traveling. Stay tuned for more information to come.

Walking School Bus Registration and Volunteers
Schools with Walking School Bus routes will be registering participants throughout June.
Teachers, parents, high school students and community members are welcome to apply to
be a Volunteer Walking School Bus Leader to help kids learn pedestrian safety and engage
in active transportation for the following schools: St Rita CS and Georges Vanier. Free
training and flexible schedules. Volunteer WSB Leader Registration

In June, the OCDSB recognizes National Indigenous History Month. It is

time to celebrate and reflect upon the history, contributions, culture and

strength of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples, and to learn about,

celebrate and honour Indigenous knowledge, role models, and ways of

knowing.

National Indigenous Peoples Day, observed on June 21 during the

summer solstice, recognizes and celebrates First Nations, Inuit and

Métis cultures and contributions.

https://form.jotform.com/OSTA-Forms/volunteer-hybrid-wsb-leader-form


We acknowledge that our District is on unceded and unsurrendered

Algonquin Territory. We are thankful to the Algonquin Nation for hosting

us and recognize their enduring presence on this land.

The OCDSB is committed to the Calls to Action recommended by the

Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The District works with

Indigenous students, parents and partners to implement and monitor the

delivery of Indigenous education in an inclusive and equitable manner

that builds our Culture of Caring. This can come in many forms – from

how Indigenous perspectives are included in students' studies, to

having more First Nations, Inuit and Métis books in the classroom and

on library shelves for all students to enjoy.

Visit the Indigenous Education page to find resources for students,

families, staff and community members.

To learn more about Indigenous heritage and culture, explore the links

below:

● Storykeepers Podcast: Explore “all things Indigenous books”
through this podcast series!

● Unreserved with Falen Johnson: Unreserved is the radio space for
Indigenous community, culture, and conversation.

● Media Indigena Podcast by Rick Harp: A weekly current affairs
roundtable where guests from the worlds of activism, arts,
academia and beyond have insightful conversation about what
matters most to Indigenous peoples.

● New Fire (CBC Radio) by Lisa Charleyboy: Conversations with and
about Indigenous youth - urban and on-reserve.

https://ocdsb.ca/our_schools/indigenous_education
https://storykeeperspodcast.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-105-unreserved
https://mediaindigena.com/podcast/
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/cbc-podcasts/113-new-fire


● Warrior Kids Podcast: A great place for kids and adults to learn
and celebrate everything Indigenous!

● Why Indigenous Boys and Men Wear Braids by CBC News
● Summer Solstice Indigenous Festival: Learn more about the many

ways you can participate in the Summer Solstice Indigenous
Festival.

Recommended Reading:

● Not Too Long Ago. A Residential School Story, by Emily Sinkinson
● Jonny Appleseed by Joshua Whitehead
● From the Ashes by Jesse Thistle
● Unsettling Canada by Arthur Manuel
● Seven Fallen Feathers by Tanya Talaga
● Moon on Crusted Snow by Waubgeshig Rice

Hello Centennial families,

It would be very much appreciated if those parents returning to the school on June 25th
to retrieve children’s belongings could please return any of our Centennial library
books at that time.

Please leave the library books on a table set up at the parking lot doors.

I would also like to bring your attention to our new online library.
https://sites.google.com/ocdsb.ca/centennial-ps-library It is located on our Centennial
PS homepage under student information, Centennial library.

Thank you very much.

https://warriorkidspodcast.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/why-indigenous-boys-and-men-wear-braids-1.3463817
https://summersolsticefestivals.ca/
https://sites.google.com/ocdsb.ca/centennial-ps-library


Judy Kemp
Library Technician

OCDSB Fragrance/Scent-Safe Environment/PPE

Just a friendly reminder that Centennial is a scent-free school. As you arrive to pick up items

from the school please ensure you are not wearing any perfumes. Many of our staff and

students suffer from significant scent sensitivities, your support is greatly appreciated.  Please

wear a mask when coming to drop off/pick up items as masks are essential personal

protective equipment. If you can’t wear a mask for medical reasons please contact the office

and we will work with you to support the safe return of items to the school.

A note from Centretown Daycare

CENTRETOWN PARENTS’ DAYCARE – EXTENDED CARE
Centretown Parents’ Daycare has worked alongside the Ottawa-Carleton
District School Board for the past 40 years. We offer programs to families

who require education and care outside of classroom hours.

Centretown Parents Daycare has both kindergarten (JK and SK combined)
and school age (grades 1-6 combined) programs available if needed. The

kindergarten program is offered in the kindergarten room, with the school
age program being offered in the Centennial P.S. community room.

Our hours vary depending on the school calendar, however we are open
for the full year. We offer full day care on days that classes are not

available, which includes PA days, March Break and July and August. On
days that students attend classes, we offer programming from 7:30 a.m. to

8:45 a.m. and from 3:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Our programs are licensed by the Ministry of Education and include both
indoor and outdoor activities, nutritious snacks and opportunity for group
or independent play and learning. We focus on belonging, engagement,

expression and well-being, all components of an optimal learning
environment and social development.

Our programs are open to all Centennial families. If you require help in
covering childcare fees, you can contact the City of Ottawa to discuss

childcare subsidy, or fill out an application on line. All families, full fee or
subsidized, are asked to register with the City of Ottawa through the

Childcare Registry and Waitlist (CCRAW). Please visit Ottawa.ca to register.



Please contact us by email at centcare@magma.ca for more information
or to apply for a space. We are currently unavailable by phone.

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK, THE DAYCARE WILL BE FOLLOWING PUBLIC
HEALTH AND MINISTRY GUIDELINES AND ENROLLMENT MAY INITIALLY BE LIMITED.

Community Resources

Need Support?

As we navigate through this time with COVID19 there are several agencies
available to provide support.  Below are just some of the many organizations that
are available to be reached  at this time.  To ensure the safety of you and your
family please follow guidelines set up by Ottawa Public Health.  Continuing to
keep our distance and wash our hands are just a few things we can do to help
ensure we all stay healthy.

Food Supports

https://ottawasupport.ca/

https://ottawasupport.ca/


Multiple resources on this website, including facebook community
volunteer groups. Excellent resource

Neighbourhood Helper
https://www.helpingneighbours.com/
1-855-435-7811

Ottawa-Gatineau Muslim COVID19 Relief
https://muslimlink.ca/news/ottawa-gatineau-united-muslim-organizati
ons-offering-covid-19-relief-support-learn-how-to-get-help-and-volunt
eer

Operation Ramzieh (*No longer delivery - now families must pick up
Food hampers delivered for most vulnerable population
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/operation-ramzieh-ottawa-relief-kits-for-
the-vulnerable-tickets-100126416808

Ottawa Food Bank Delivery:
If a family cannot access the food bank and requires delivery, the
family is to call the Ottawa Food Bank at 613-745-7001 and wait to
speak with someone directly.  They will assess the situation and
problem solve with the family, and if there are no other options, look
to arrange for delivery
http://salvationarmyottawa.ca/2020/03/the-salvation-army-is-building-
partnerships-to-bring-food-to-families-in-need/

https://bethanyhopecentre.org/nourish-family-food#2813d51a-c31f-474e-9de
6-2e910162e1e5

Health Supports:

● Ottawa Public Health
● Ontario Ministry of Health
● Public Health Agency of Canada

https://www.helpingneighbours.com/
https://muslimlink.ca/news/ottawa-gatineau-united-muslim-organizations-offering-covid-19-relief-support-learn-how-to-get-help-and-volunteer
https://muslimlink.ca/news/ottawa-gatineau-united-muslim-organizations-offering-covid-19-relief-support-learn-how-to-get-help-and-volunteer
https://muslimlink.ca/news/ottawa-gatineau-united-muslim-organizations-offering-covid-19-relief-support-learn-how-to-get-help-and-volunteer
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/operation-ramzieh-ottawa-relief-kits-for-the-vulnerable-tickets-100126416808
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/operation-ramzieh-ottawa-relief-kits-for-the-vulnerable-tickets-100126416808
http://salvationarmyottawa.ca/2020/03/the-salvation-army-is-building-partnerships-to-bring-food-to-families-in-need/
http://salvationarmyottawa.ca/2020/03/the-salvation-army-is-building-partnerships-to-bring-food-to-families-in-need/
http://salvationarmyottawa.ca/2020/03/the-salvation-army-is-building-partnerships-to-bring-food-to-families-in-need/
https://bethanyhopecentre.org/nourish-family-food#2813d51a-c31f-474e-9de6-2e910162e1e5
https://bethanyhopecentre.org/nourish-family-food#2813d51a-c31f-474e-9de6-2e910162e1e5
http://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/coronavirus
https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html


● Public Health Ontario
● Canadian Centre for Child Protection

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/
https://protectchildren.ca/en/resources-research/supporting-you-through-covid-19/

